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How Do You Prepare For Deployment?
The need for emergency communications primarily arises as a result of an unexpected emergency which has disrupted normal communication pathways.  As such, emcomm volunteers need to be ready to respond quickly taking with them all of the equipment that will be needed to complete their assignment.
Tonight’s training topic will address the question, then, how do you prepare for deployment?

“Prepared For What?

Remember the Boy Scout motto, “Be Prepared”?  Nearly one hundred years ago, a young British Boy Scout asked Sir Robert Baden-Powell, the founder of Scouting, what exactly it was he should be prepared for.  B-P’s famous answer was, “Why, for any old thing, of course!”
The same answer should be true of emcomm volunteers.  You never know which challenges an emergency situation will offer.  You might have AC power, or just the batteries you bring along.  Safe drinking water may be available, or you may have only your canteen.  Sometimes you can find out in advance what sort of conditions are likely for your assignment, but many times no one will know – particularly during the early stages of an emergency.
Being prepared for an emergency communication deployment involves a wide range of considerations, including radio equipment, power sources, clothing and personal gear, food and water, information, and specialized training.  No two deployments are the same, and each region offers its own specific challenges.  What is appropriate for rural Minnesota in January probably won’t work for urban southern California in any season. 

Jump Kits

The last thing you should need to do when a call for assistance comes is think of and locate all the items you might need.  Any experienced emergency responder knows how important it is to keep a kit of the items they need ready to go at a moment’s notice.  This is often called a “jump kit” or “go kit.”

Without a jump kit, you will almost certainly leave something important at home, or bring items that will not do the job.  Gathering and packing your equipment at the last moment also wastes precious time.  It is important to think through each probable deployment ahead of time, and the range of situations you might encounter.”
As emergency communicators, our primary mission is to get the message through in the most accurate and efficient manner possible.  By preparing a “jump kit” or “go kit” in advance of the deployment, you can focus more of the task at hand knowing that all of your necessary equipment is close at hand.
To get you started, the Member Resources page of the DuPage County ARES web site at www.dupageares.org has two documents to assist you in preparing your own 24 hour and/or 72 hour “jump kit” or “go kit.1”

1 American Radio Relay League Amateur Radio Emergency Communications Course, An Introduction to Voluntary Emergency Communication Service, Level I, 3rd Edition, Learning Unit 12, Preparing For Deployment.
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