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What are the International Q Codes?
While the prevalent thinking in emergency communications still embraces the concept and practice of utilizing plain language to avoid any misunderstandings when communicating messages, the International Q codes are still often interjected to conserve time.
Tonight’s training topic, then, addresses the question, what are the international Q codes?
“The International Q Code came into being internationally in 1912 to overcome the language problems involved in communications by radio among ships and shore stations of all countries. 
The original Q codes were created, circa 1909, by the British government as a "list of abbreviations that were prepared for the use of British ships and coast stations.

The Q codes facilitated communication between maritime radio operators speaking different languages, so they were soon adopted internationally. A total of forty-five Q codes appeared in the "List of Abbreviations to be used in Radio Communications", which was included in the Service Regulations affixed to the Third International Radiotelegraph Convention in London (The Convention was signed on July 5, 1912, and became effective July 1, 1913.)

The original list of Q codes adopted by international agreement in London contain many which are still familiar to amateur operators - QRN, QRM, QSO, the traffic operator's QRK, QSY and QRV - are now nearing the century mark of continuous usage. QSL still has the official 1912 definition despite the changed informal usages it is subjected to in amateur parlance.

The QN signals for amateur net operation were introduced in the late 1930s by E. L. Battey W1UE (W4IA-SK) to lighten the burdens of net control operators. 
Selected Q codes were soon adopted by amateur radio operators. In December, 1915, the American Radio Relay League began publication of a magazine titled QST, named after the Q code for "General call to all stations". In amateur radio, the Q codes were originally used in Morse code transmissions to shorten lengthy phrases and were followed by a Morse code question mark (··--··) if the phrase was a question.

Q codes are commonly used in voice communications as shorthand nouns, verbs, and adjectives making up phrases. For example, an amateur radio operator will complain about QRM (man-made interference), or tell another operator that there is "QSB on the signal"; "to QSY" is to change your operating frequency.”1

As emcomm volunteers, we need to insure that each and every message that we send is done so clearly and accurately.  Having said that, we also need to realize that brevity may also become necessary during peak traffic times.  The international Q codes may be the route to such brevity.
1 www.arrl.org
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