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How do Day-To-Day Communications Differ From Those During an Emergency?
As amateur radio operators, we spend a vast amount of our time practicing our chosen hobby by communicating.  We usually do this at our leisure, often with no particular focus, and almost always with no sense of urgency. Tonight’s training topic will address the question, then, how do day-to-day communications differ from those during an emergency?
“Unlike general amateur radio activities which involve primarily amateur radio operators, emergency communication involves both amateurs and non-amateurs.

Unlike regular activities, emergency operations happen in real time.  Important activities cannot be delayed for convenience.

Instead of one leisurely net a day, emergency communicators are often dealing with several continuous nets simultaneously to pass critical messages within a limited timeframe.
Unlike public service events that are scheduled and planned, emergency communicators are often asked to organize and coordinate field operations with little or no warning.

Unlike public service events where the communicators serve primarily under the direction of one lead organization, emergency communicators may need to interact with several key organizations simultaneously.

Unlike typical home installations, emergency stations must be portable and able to be set up and operational anywhere in a very short time.

Unlike contesting, which involves contacting any station for points, emergency communicators need to contact specific stations quickly to pass important messages.  Teamwork is important, not competition between stations.

Unlike Field Day, where you can plan on a two-day operation, emergency operations have no schedule and are likely to continue for at least several days.

Unlike commercial communication solutions, where there is no reserve capacity for handling a sudden and massive increase in communication volume, amateur radio emergency communicators have the equipment, skills, and knowledge to create additional capacity in a very short time.1”
As amateur radio operators, we all have the equipment, the skills and the knowledge to communicate with one another. Through our continued participation in the DuPage County ARES, we will learn to apply and adapt our day-to-day operational activities to the rigors of emergency communication.  And in doing so, we will not only provide an important service to the communities we serve, but we will become better overall amateur radio operators.
1 American Radio Relay League Amateur Radio Emergency Communications Course, An Introduction to Voluntary Emergency Communication Service, Level I, 3rd Edition, Learning Unit 1, Introduction to Emergency Communication
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