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What is the Basis for Today’s Homeland Security and Emergency Management Program?
Our recent interaction with the DuPage County Office of Homeland Security and Emergency Management provides us with a unique insight into the broader spectrum of homeland security and emergency management both within the State of Illinois and here in DuPage County.
Tonight’s training topic, then, addresses the question, what is the basis for today’s homeland security and emergency management programs?
“The basis for today’s homeland security and emergency management program begins at the federal level with two key pieces of legislation – Public Law 93-288, the Robert T. Stafford Disaster Relief Act; and the Homeland Security Act of 2002.  These laws lay the foundation for the development and administration of disaster preparedness and response programs at the federal, state and local levels.  These acts clearly define preparedness, response, and recovery activities as a shared responsibility of the federal, state and local governments.
Within Illinois, Public Law 87-168, the Illinois Emergency Management Agency Act more clearly defines the programs and policies which must be undertaken for a community within the state to be prepared.  This law mandates each county and each city with a population of more than 500,000, specifically the City of Chicago, develop and maintain an approved emergency management program.
The code of DuPage County, Chapter 10, Article 1, establishes the DuPage County Office of Homeland Security and Emergency Management as its arm for the preparation for, response to, and recovery from, a major emergency or disaster.

Formal program guidance for the emergency management program is based on a variety of documents.  Specifically, one document, developed by FEMA, entitled “Objectives for Local Emergency Management” – identifies key elements of the local program and suggests methods for improvement of local capabilities.  In general, this document defines the goal of emergency management as:

“saving lives and protecting property by developing programs and emergency operational capabilities that mitigate, prepare for, respond to, and recover from any emergency or disaster…The emergency management program has the responsibility for coordinating all of the components of the emergency management system in the jurisdiction.  These components consist of fire, law enforcement, public health and emergency medical services, public works, volunteers, and other groups contributing to the management of emergencies.”

Annual program guidance is developed by the U.S. Department of Homeland Security/FEMA and is forwarded to the Illinois Emergency Management Agency (IEMA).  This guidance is then disseminated to each of the county emergency management programs within the state.  It is from this guidance that the DuPage County Office of Homeland Security and Emergency Management prepares its annual program emphasis and operating goals.”1
As emcomm volunteers, we should become familiar with the principles and foundations of the emergency programs we are most likely to interact with in the event of a communications emergency.  A review of the aforementioned legislation would prove beneficial to us all.

1 http://www.dupageco.org/oem/docs/2006_annual_report.pdf
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