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Where Do We Fit In?
One of the goals of the DuPage County ARES is to be recognized as the primary coordinating agency for amateur radio operators in DuPage County in the event of a communications emergency. Tonight’s training topic will address the question, then, where do we fit?
“Amateur radio operators have been a communication resource in emergency situations ever since there has been radio.  Someone once described hams as “communication commandos.”  To the agencies they serve, amateurs are their immediately available communication experts.

Amateurs have the equipment, the skills, and the frequencies necessary to create expedient emergency communication networks under poor conditions.  They are licensed and pre-authorized for national and international communication.  Hams have the ability to rapidly enlarge their communication capacity to meet growing needs in an emergency, something commercial and public safety systems cannot do.  Many of the skills are the same ones used in everyday ham activities.

However, just having radios, frequencies, and basic radio skills is not enough.  Certain emergency communication skills are very different from those you use in your daily ham radio life.  Courses like this one (Amateur Radio Emergency Communications Course) help fill that need, as do local training programs and regular emergency exercises.  Without specific emergency communication skills, you can easily become part of the problem rather than part of the solution.
As you might expect, technical and operating skills are critical.  Just as important, though, is your ability to function as a team player within your own organization, and the organization you are serving.”1
The resources we offer as amateur radio operators to the community at large in the event of a communications emergency are truly remarkable.  Through our continued participation in the DuPage County ARES, we can insure that we will always meet the needs of the communities we serve.

1 American Radio Relay League Amateur Radio Emergency Communications Course, An Introduction to Voluntary Emergency Communication Service, Level I, 3rd Edition, Learning Unit 1, Introduction to Emergency Communication
1

